Artist’s Profile
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Genre:

1. Hindustani Classical
2. Semi Classical (Thumri)
3. Devotional Song -Bhajan

Ph: +91 9711010701
Email: padmaja@padmajachakraborty.org



About Pacdmaja Chakralborty

Padmaja belongs to a rare breed of vocal musicians from India who are equally
adept and critically acclaimed in different forms of vocal music including Pure
Hindustani Classical, Semi-classical (Pooravang forms like Thumri, Tappa,
Chaitee, Jhoola, Hori, etc) and Bhajan (devotional songs). Padmaja’s deep
knowledge of rendering different Raagas and her exceptional Tan Sargam,
which is enriched through decades of training received in Guru-Shishya
tradition and dedicated Riyaz has helped her to take forward the tradition of
Indian Culture in the field of Hindustani Classical Music.

She also has equal flair for different forms of Bengali music like Rabindra
Sangeet, Nazrul Geeti, Folk, Kirtan, and Bengali Modern Songs.

Her performances have been widely acclaimed by her audiences, critics and
experts alike.
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Journey of Music

Padmaja was introduced by her father Shri Nanai Gopal Goswami at attender
age of six in the city of Shillong in Meghalaya where she was born. Her father
was an ardent of Pure Classical Forms of Music and in spite of time, money and
family constraints he would carry his harmonium to the work-place so that he
can live in music during his off hours. It is in his memory Padmaja instituted a
Trust named “BENU” to preserve our rich Musical Culture

Late Nani Gopal Gosami (Ben)
1939-1997

Though initially Padmaja was not inclined to take music as a profession, her
love of music led her to the famous Rabindra Bharati University, Jorashanko,
Kolkata. This was of course after her regular academic graduation in Arts
stream from University of Calcutta.

She graduated from Rabindra Bharati University in Music with distinction and
Merit. Her association with the faculty and great Gurus who are the stalwarts
of Indian Music gave her more insight in the art and infused hunger of music
which she was destined to carry onwards.

In spite of a break in music after her marriage and child-birth Padmaja
immersed herself in learning music once she came to Delhi and worked hard to
achieve greater heights in a short time.
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Padmaja’s initiation to Classical Music was by Shri Ranjit Dhar in Shillong at a
tender age of six. Though training in classical music was discontinued
thereafter, she kept on learning informal music from a number of teachers till
her formal education as a Bachelor of Arts with Kolkata University was over.

Padmaja’s decision to take
music more seriously started
after her formal graduation,
when she got herself
registered for bachelor in
Music with Rabindra Bharati
University, which got her
inclined towards Classical
music again. Padmaja sought
tutelage under Banaras
Gharana Guru Pt. Dinanath
Mishra in Kolkata, where she
was reinitiated into the
world of Hindustani Classical Music. Pt. Dinanath Mishra’s diligent taalim is a
reason for Padmaja’s wonderful balance in her music delivery.

AR |

After her marriage and
subsequent child-birth
Padmaja’s forced
sabbatical from formal
association with music
was indeed painful for
her though she would
do her riyaz regularly
at home. However
once she was
transferred to Delhi,
she found her Guru in
Vidushi Sumitra Guha
as per advise of her
mentor and beloved Guruji Pt Vijay Shanker Mishra. During her association
with Vidushi Sumitra Guha for more than 10 years, Delhi saw Padmaja’s
transformation to a performing artist. She toured India widely for her personal
concerts and also with her Guru including overseas tours




Padmaja’s insatiable
urge to capture the
finer  nuances and
technics of Hindustani
Classical music led her
to the famous vocalist

Pt. Samaresh
Chawdhury of Kolkata
of Rampur-Senia

Gharana who was an
able disciple of Bharat
Ratna Pt. Ravi Shanker.
Padmaja is mastering
the intricacies and in-
depth knowledge of the different Raagas under the able guidance of Pt.
Samaresh Chawdhury which not only transformed her performances to a
distinct zone but also saw an able guide and teacher of Classical music born in
her.

Padmaja’s love  for
lighter forms of Music
manifested in her search
for an able guide who
could help in using and
honing her subtle voice.
She was blessed by none
other than the legendry
Thumri Queen Padma
Vibhushan Vidushi Girija
Devi. Popularly known
as Appaji she sculpted
Padmaja’s voice and
capacity in a short period of 5 years through diligent and hands-on training
finding in her an excellent performer in Puravang form of Music and to carry
forward the nuances of Banaras Gharana to the forthcoming generations. Her
rendition of Thumris and Chaitees gives an earful of pleasure to her listeners, a
genre, she excelled in with her unique personal style and softness and age-old
technique bestowed on her by her Guru who had loving sculpted the inner
beauty in her ‘gayeki’ and her style of performance.
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Achievements
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Padmaja is a graduate in vocal music from the renowned college of music and

fine arts, Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata with distinction and Merit.
Padmaja is an “A” Grade artist of All India Radio and Doordarshan.

She is an empanelled artist with ICCR (Indian Council of Cultural Relations,
Govt. of India) in three disciplines — Hindustani Classical, Thumri and Bhajan.

Padmaja has also acclaimed accolades by her intricate compositions which has
earned kudos from all sections.

Padmaja has accompanied her Gurus to various concerts all over India and also
overseas both as a co-artist and accompanying artist and have been
appreciated for her performances. Vidushi Girija Devi in particular favoured
Padmaja as a supporting artist due to her wonderful voice texture and Gayeki
in both Classical and Thumri, hence she performed in all major festivals with
her.

Padmaja has also been a popular judge in many music competitions in many
institutions/ schools and national music competitions like Sangam Kala Group
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SPEED POST

COUNCIL FOR

{HY | CULTURAL

9fRyg | RELATIONS

Director General (ICCR)

Amarendra Khatua

Hindustani Vocal (Solo)
F. NO. EMP. /94/ 2017
2nd March 2017

Dear MS Mk""h,

Please refer to your application for empanelment with the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations.

2. lam pleased to inform you that the concerned Expert Sub-
Committee of the Council has selected you for empanelment in
the ICCR's Reference Panel of Artistes.

3. The inclusion in the Panel is essentially for reference
purposes and does not, in any way, make it obligatory for the
ICCR to assist/sponsor you on a tour abroad. However, our
endeavour has always been and will continue to remain to

sponsor as many artistes as possible, within the parameters of
the Council's overseas activities and financial constraints.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

(NI

(Amarendra Khatua)

Ms Padmaja Chakraborty,
F-1210, LGF Chittaranjan Park
New Delhi-110019.

ST H9H, STHUET g e, A3 fRssi-110002
AZAD BHAVAN, INDRAPRASTHA ESTATE, NEW DELHI - 110 002

GRUTY /Tel. : 23379309, 23379310 LT 5 Fax : 23378639, 23378647, 23370732, 23378783,
23379509 « aﬂﬂlgc/‘./ Website : www.iccr.gov.in




SPEED POST

AR | IMDIAN
Wi@piees | COUNCIL FOR
W5 | CULTURAL
Qe | RELATIONS

Amarendra Khatua
Director General (ICCR)

Modern Experimental (Dance & Music)
Light Music (Solo)

F. NO. EMP. /94/ 2017

3d March 2017

Dear MS OLMAQ%D/JV )

Please refer to your application for empanelment with the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations.

2 | am pleased to inform you that the concerned Expert Sub-
Committee of the Council has selected you for empanelment in the
ICCR's Reference Panel of Artistes.

3. The inclusion in the Panel is essentially for reference purposes
and does not, in any way, make it obligatory for the ICCR to
assist/sponsor you on a tour abroad. However, our endeavour has
always been and will continue to remain to sponsor as many artistes

as possible, within the parameters of the Council's overseas activities
and financial constraints.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Oumonse

(Amarendra Khatua)
Ms Padmaja Chakraborty,

F-1210, LGF Chittaranjan Park
New Delhi-110019.
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SPEED POST

IR | INDIAN
WI¥pa® | COUNCIL FOR

7Y | CULTURAL
qfR¥g | RELATIONS
Amarendra Khatua

Director General (ICCR)
Modern Experimental (Dance & Music)
Devotional (Solo)
F. NO. EMP. /94/ 2017
6th March 2017

Dear MS W”ﬁ)

Please refer to your application for empanelment with the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations.

2. | am pleased to inform you that the concerned Expert Sub-
Committee of the Council has selected you for empanelment in the
ICCR's Reference Panel of Artistes.

3. The inclusion in the Panel is essentially for reference purposes
and does not, in any way, make it obligatory for the ICCR to
assist/sponsor you on a tour abroad. However, our endeavour has
always been and will continue to remain to sponsor as many artistes
as possible, within the parameters of the Council's overseas activities
and financial constraints.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

(Amarendra Khatua)
Ms Padmaja Chakraborty,
F-1210, LGF Chittaranjan Park
New Delhi-110019.
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Performences

Padmaja has been performing since a very young age her performances
included solo concerts with

e Thumri Festival, 2018, Sahitya Kala Parishad, New Delhi

e Bharatiya Kala Kendra, New Delhi,

e Dadar Matunga Cultural Centre, Mumbai

e Pracheen Kala Kendra, Chandigarh

e SaMaPa Delhi

e Sur Sandhan. Kolkata

e Arpann Trust, Delhi

e Sabana Granthalaya, Pune

e Saptak-Ahmedabad

e Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra, New Delhi

e Maharana Kumbh Sangeet Parishad —Udiapur

e Pancham Nishad —Indore

e Sur-Darwaze-Par —Noida

e C(Classic-Delhi

e Subha-e-Banaras

e Granthagar Saptah, Nasik

e Nabadarsha Co-operative Society, Kolkata

e Suhadhur Hansadhwani Trust



Gandhi-Hindustani Sahitya Sabha

Society for Action Through Music, New Delhi
Sangeet Sandhya, Noida

All India Radio

Doordarshan

New Delhi Kali-Bari Society

Mabhila Samiti, C R Park New Delhi

amongst others.

Padmaja has widely toured India and abroad with her Gurus, as a capacity of

supporting artist, for prestigious live concerts and Television telecasts. The
noted concerts include:

Thumri Festival. New Delhi

Shankarlal Festival, New Delhi
Uttarpara Sangeet Chakra. Kolkata
Saptak, Ahmedabad

Kalidas Samaraha, Nagpur

Benaras Hindu University

Sur Festival Kolkata (2), Amongst others

Padmaja has also performed overseas in ICCR programs and with her Gurus
which include visits to Turkey, Mauritius and Thiailand.
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Belng @ Gury

Padmaja has been teaching Music since last two decades and have taught

music both in private and in educational and Music Institutions including
Apeejay Saket, Delhi; Matri Kala Mandir, Delhi; Zaroorat, Delhi; Meherauli.
Delhi amongst others. She imparts training in Classical Music and Semi-classical
music through Guru-Sishya Parampara and is appreciated for her teaching
capabilities

Padmaja is currently a senior faculty for Vocal Music with the renowned
Institution of Performing Arts - Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra, New Delhi.

Padmaja has conducted may lecture demonstrations in Hindustani Pure
Classical and Thumri in reputed institutions. She is also a visiting faculty with
Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata and is an external examinee for Delhi
University



As an Expert Trainer

Padmaja has contributed t promotion of classical and semi-classical music
being a well-known and appreciated trainer of Faculty of Schools, Students of
well-known organisations and institutions and universities of repute. Some of
her programs are highlighted below:

Group Photo after Training the Teachers of DAV School Group in NCR

MASTER CLASS

CATCH US

LIVE

TOMORROW
12 PM ONWARDS

SMT. PADMAJA CHAKRABORTY

(DISCIPLE OF THUMRI QUEEN & LEGEND,
PADMA VIBHUSHAN LATE DR. GIRIJA DEVI)

Tl & Banaras-ang-Gayaks

For T-Series StageWorks Singing Students

Plot No 3, Sector 16 A, Film City Noida Call Us: 9599008535 / 9599008536

Workshop and training of T-Series Students at NIODA, India



Awards & Acclaims

Though Padmaja made a delayed entry into the professional field of music as a

performing artist, her hard work with the blessings and wishes of her Gurus

she has reaped rich dividends in form of excellence in performances, be it her

unique style of rendition of Ragas or her sensuous expression of Puravang

Music or soulfulness of her Bhajans

She is one of the rare vocal musicians who has achieved the rare feat in getting

accredited with ICCR in three different genres of music (Hindustani Classical,

Thumri and Bhajan) at the same time.

Padmaja has been endowed with the following awards and acclaims in her

short career:

ICCR Accreditation for Hindustani Classical Vocal —2017

ICCR Accreditation for Light Music (Thumri) — 2017

ICCR Accreditation for Devitional Song (Bhajan) — 2017

Sangeet Samman Award-2016 by Sangeet Sandhya for outstanding
performance

“A” Grade artist accreditation from All India Radio — 2014

Sangeet Samman Award-2013 by Sangeet Sandhya for outstanding
performance

Sangeet Ratna Award -2013 by Gandhi Hindustani Sahitya Sabha, New
Delhi.

Sangeet Ratna Award -2009 by Society for Action Through Music (SAM)

Her music was well appreciated critics and both local and National Newspapers

of different states of India a few of which are attached herewith.
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Media & Press

~ Delhi vocalist wows all at
~ baithak programme

Times NEws NETWORK

Chandigarh:Pracheen Ka-
la Kendra organized its
227th monthly baithak pro-
gramme here at Bhaskar
Rao Indoor Auditorium on
Wednesday, when Delhi-ba-
sed renowned vocalist Pad-
maja Chakraborty mesme-
rized the audience with her
melodious vocal recital.
Topper from Rabindra
Bharti University, Chakra-
borty is a renowned voca-
list of the Hindustani clas-
sical vocal, Banaras in the
Khayal genres. After initial
training, Padmaja waslater
groomed by eminent gurus
like Living Legend Thumri
Queen Vidushi Girija Devi

and Pandit Samaresh Cho-
udhury. With her dedica-
tion to music and quality
performance, she has won
the hearts of music liste-
ners all over India. Besides
being a recipient of several
awards, she regularly per-
forms from All India Radio
and Doordarshan.
Endowed with a resona-
ting and soulful voice,
Chakraborty began her re-
cital with “Raga Bhopali”.
The opening composition
in “Vilambit ek taal Hey
Prabhhu Suno Data” was
developed with soothingly
inserted “alap badhat”. It
was followed by “Mahadev
Deva Maheshwaraye”. Af-
ter this invocatory piece,

she doled out “drut ek taal
bandish”, “Ayye man moh
liya” amid thunderous app-
lause. She chose thumri set
to raga “Mishra Kafi Pilu”
with bandish “Piya bina
morikatatnakariraina”as
her next rendering which
was laced with rhythm de-
ployed variations.

Chakraborty provided a
befitting finale to her reci-
tal with a bhajan in Bhaira-
vi “Hari tum kahe preet la-
gai” amid applausedisplay-
ing her musical capabiliti-
es in a highly impressive
manner.

Her accompaniments
were Mehmood Khan on
tabla and Rakesh Sharma
onharmonium.
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Thumri exponent has her
audience in raptures

Arte SEgEy
Culture @

SD SHARMA

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 12
Maintaining equal profi-
ciency in the rendition of
pure classical vocal and
lighter genre of ‘thumri’,
New Delhi-based maestro
Padmaja Chakraborty held
the audience in raptures at
the 227th ‘Baithak’ pro-
gramme organised by the
Pracheen Kala Kendra at its
auditorium here today.

An A grade artist of AIR
and Doordarshan, Padmaja
graduated from Rabindra
Bharati University with top
honours and now is groomed
by Vidushi Girjja Devi and Pt.
Samaresh Chawdhury.
and soulful voice, Padmaja
began her recital with the
exposition of ‘raga
Bhopali' through a brief
alaap followed by a ‘ban-
dish'. ‘Hey Prabhhu Suno
Data’, in slow-paced Vilam-
bat lva with phrases of alaap
in progression (badhat).
Another devotional compo-
sition, ‘Mahadev Deva
Maheshwaraye' in teen tal.

She displayed her adroit
mastery in doling out a
crisp thumri, ‘Piya bina
mori katat na kari raina’,
set to raga ‘Mishra Kafi

Artiste Padmaja Chakraborty performs at Sector 35 in
Chandigarh on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: VICKY GHARU

Pilu’ laced with rhythmic
variations. Padmaja provid-
ed a befitting finale to her
recital with a bhajan in
Bhairavi ‘Hari tum kahe
preet lagayi’.

She was supported on
tabla by Mehmood Khan
and Rakesh Sharma on
harmonium. Kendra regis-
trar Dr Shobha Koser and
secretary Sajal Koser hon-
oured the artistes.

While talking to Chandi-
garh Tribune, Padmaja, who
is imparting classical train-
ing, said there was a sub-
stantial rise in ‘short-term
takers’ of this music appar-
ently to prepare themselves
for reality show contests.
Classical music should be
introduced as a compulsory
subject in schools to catch
talented young prodigies
and groom them, she said.
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The melodic power of thumri » Advertise

Putished on September 16, Z018 by INVC NEWS - No Commans
INVC NEWS
New Deihl ,

3
Delhl government’s Sahitya Kala Parishad kick started their eighth edition of Thumri Festival- a
celebration of light classical music, an l4th
September 2018 (Friday) at Kamanl
Auditorium. The 3 day musical event was
Inaugurated by the chlef guest Sh. Rajendra |

Pal Gautam, Hon'de Minister for Sccial

Welfare, Govt. Of NCT of DelhL. \
\ Ene

[

The evening began with the performance of
caritically acdaimed Indlan classical singer
Padmaja Chakraborty, who sang Khamaj
Thumri In Jat taal, Tappa In Raga Kafi and
Kajrl In Raag Mishra Pilu In Keherwa taal.
The samnd perfrrmance was  hy  the
rencwned vecalist and doyen of Kirana
Gharana - Srl Jayateerth Mevundi. The » Advertise
classical singer, known for the ease and felicity of his singing style, mesmerized the audience with
Raag THang Thumri, kafl Thumr, Jogiya Thumri, and Raag Pahadi In different raag and tal. The
evening was culminated with a power packed performance by Shubha Mudgal who performed on
Bol Banau Thumri and Bandish ki Thumr in which she sang rare types of Thumri for the audience.

This musical fare is designed to showcase veteran Thumr singers along with the upcoming young
taients wha will share the space and light up the evening with their performances.

About thumri :

Thumrl is @ beautiful blend of Hindustani classical music with traits of folk literature.

Thumrl holds @ history of over 500 years In Hindustani Classical music, Thumri used to be sung in
the royal kingdoms and palaces and Its background originates from Varanasi, Gwalior and Awadh
were they used to be Thumri vocalists In the roval courts. They also used to sing In Dadra and
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Promoting Heritage
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(A arganisation promoting Judian Feritage. it & Culture)
F-1210, LGF, CHITTARANJAN PARK, NEW DELHI — 110019,

Email: benu.org@gmail.com, Cell: +91 9711010701
I.T. Exemptions u/s 80G apply to all donations to “BENU” under Certificate No.:
NQ.CIT(E)/2014-2015/DEL-BE25863-20022015 dated 20/02/2015 till rescinded

Padmaja’s father’s love for Indian Classical Music and her subsequent association and
tutelage under the greats of Music has created a deep rooted feeling in her to repay the
Country and Society by trying to repay her debt by promoting our wonderful musical
heritage with and amongst the future generation.

Padmaja along with other like-minded friends and well-wishers and guidance of her Guru
Vidushi Girija Devi, has formed an Trust for promotion in Indian Classical Performing Arts in
name of ‘BENU’ in memory of her late father Shri Nani Gopal Goswami also known as Benu.

BENU has been an effective platform of the growing community of Indian Classical
performing Artists and has been instrumental in promoting promising artist by giving them
an audience along with known performers
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